Epic Armageddon: the great patriotic war

DOCUMENT 3 (version 1.0): AIR POWER ON THE OSTFRONT
Luftwaffe Initiative 3+		Russian Air Force Initiative 2+

It is beyond question that the German air force (or Luftwaffe) was superior to their Russian counterparts, it is also beyond question that the Luftwaffe was heavily outnumbered and that this superiority dwindled as the war progressed. For instance, in January 1944 the Germans deployed 1800 combat aircraft on the Eastern Front representing approximately 41% of the total strength of the Luftwaffe, the Russians opposed this with 11,000 combat aircraft. However, the Germans enjoyed a quality ratio of 2.5 to 1.  By June these totals had risen to 2085 and 13,400 respectively, with the German quality ratio falling to 1.5 to 1.

In an attempt to portray this disparity in numbers I am using the Initiative levels as a mechanism to restrict the frequency with which Luftwaffe formations will appear over the battlefield.

I have also restricted these lists to those aircraft that were commonly seen over the battlefield therefore it is not by any means exhaustive. I have also chosen to regard “Armour” not just in the restrictive sense of sheer weight of metal but also as a reflection of an aircraft’s speed and manoeuvrability.

RUSSIAN ORGANISATION
The smallest operational formation was called the Para and consisted of two aircraft. Para could be grouped together as four (a Zveno) or 6 (a Gruppa) aircraft. Three Zveno made up a squadron, three squadrons made up a regiment and two to four regiments made up a division.

The basic formation for activation purposes is the Squadron consisting of up to 3 x Zveno units.

GERMAN ORGANISATION
The smallest operational formation was called the Rotten and consisted of two aircraft. Two Rotten grouped together were called a Schwarme. The next highest formation was the squadron (or Staffel) consisting of between five to twenty aircraft. Three Staffel made up a Gruppe and three Gruppe made up a Geschwader.

The basic formation for activation purposes is the Staffel consisting of up to 5 x Schwarme units. 



FIGHTERS
I would like to point out that all the fighters listed here had a secondary capacity to perform in the ground attack role – usually with a small bomb and/or strafing attack using guns. However, in order to add flavour and interest to the lists I have chosen to present these aircraft purely in their primary role.

Messerschmitt Bf 109E (German)
Type			Speed		Armour		Close Combat		Firefight
Aircraft			Fighter		5+		n/a			n/a
Weapon		Range		Firepower		Notes
Machine Guns		15cm		AA5+			Fixed Forward Arc
Notes: The workhorse of the Luftwaffe and the standard German fighter throughout the war.

Lavochkin La-5 (Russian)
Type			Speed		Armour		Close Combat		Firefight
Aircraft			Fighter		5+		n/a			n/a
Weapon		Range		Firepower		Notes
20mm cannon		20cm		AA5+			Fixed Forward Arc
Notes: Considered by the Russians to be the equal of the Bf 109.

Focke-Wulf FW 190 (German)
Type			Speed		Armour		Close Combat		Firefight
Aircraft			Fighter		5+		n/a			n/a
Weapon		Range		Firepower		Notes
20mm cannon		20cm		AA5+			Fixed Forward Arc
Machine Guns		15cm		AA5+			Fixed Forward Arc
Notes: The fastest and most manoeuvrable fighter on the Ostfront, gets the First Strike special ability to reflect this.

Yakolev Yak-9 or Yak-3 (Russian)
Type			Speed		Armour		Close Combat		Firefight
Aircraft			Fighter		5+		n/a			n/a
Weapon		Range		Firepower		Notes
20mm cannon		20cm		AA5+			Fixed Forward Arc
Heavy Machine Guns	20cm		AA5+			Fixed Forward Arc
Notes: The Russian answer to the FW 190.

FIGHTER-BOMBERS
In a similar way as I did with Fighters I present these aircraft in their primary role as ground attack assets.

Ilyushin Il-2M3 “Shtumovik” (Russian)
Type			Speed			Armour		Close Combat		Firefight
Aircraft			Fighter-Bomber		4+		n/a			n/a
Weapon		Range		Firepower		Notes
82mm Rockets		30cm		AT4+			Fixed Forward Arc
23mm cannon		20cm		AP5+ / AT6+		Fixed Forward Arc
Machine Guns		15cm		AP6+ / AA6+		Fixed Forward Arc
Machine Guns		15cm		AA6+			Rear Arc
Notes: The Russians produced approximately 35,000 Shtumoviks over the course of the war. This was the plane commonly referred to as “Jabo” by the Germans and about which Stalin famously remarked “The Red Army needs the Il-2 as much as it needs bread!” 

Petlyakov Pe-2 Dive Bomber (Russian)
Type			Speed			Armour		Close Combat		Firefight
Aircraft			Fighter-Bomber		5+		n/a			n/a
Weapon		Range		Firepower		Notes
Machine Guns		15cm		AP6+ / AA6+		Fixed Forward Arc
Heavy Machine Guns	20cm		AP5+ / AA5+		Fixed Forward Arc
Bomb racks		15cm		1BP			Fixed Forward Arc, MW



Ju 87D “Stuka” Dive Bomber / Tank Buster (German)
Type			Speed			Armour		Close Combat		Firefight
Aircraft			Fighter-Bomber		6+		n/a			n/a
Weapon		Range		Firepower		Notes
Machine Guns		15cm		AP6+ / AA6+		Fixed Forward Arc
Machine Guns		15cm		AA6+			Rear Arc
Bomb racks		15cm		2BP			Fixed Forward Arc, MW.
37mm guns		45cm		AT4+			Fixed Forward Arc
Notes: If 37mm guns are selected then improve Armour to 4+ but remove Bomb racks. The terror weapon of the blitzkrieg it was fitted with sirens to give off a high pitch screaming sound as it dived.

Bf 110C-F (German)
Type			Speed			Armour		Close Combat		Firefight
Aircraft			Fighter-Bomber		6+		n/a			n/a
Weapon		Range		Firepower		Notes
Machine Guns		15cm		AA6+			Fixed Forward Arc
Machine Guns		15cm		AA6+			Rear Arc
20mm cannon		20cm		AP5+ / AT6+		Fixed Forward Arc
210mm Rockets		30cm		AT4+			Fixed Forward Arc

Messerschmitt Me 109G (German)
Type			Speed			Armour		Close Combat		Firefight
Aircraft			Fighter-Bomber		6+		n/a			n/a
Weapon		Range		Firepower		Notes
30mm cannon		30cm		AP5+ / AT 6+		Fixed Forward Arc
Machine Guns		15cm		AA6+			Fixed Forward Arc
Bomb racks		15cm		1BP			Fixed Forward Arc
Rockets			30cm		AT5+			Fixed Forward Arc
Notes: Choose between Bombs or Rockets you cannot have both.

Messerschmitt Me 110G (German)
Type			Speed			Armour		Close Combat		Firefight
Aircraft			Fighter-Bomber		6+		n/a			n/a
Weapon		Range		Firepower		Notes
37mm gun		45cm		 AT4+			Fixed Forward Arc
Machine Guns		15cm		AA6+			Fixed Forward Arc
30mm cannon		30cm		AP5+ / AT6+		Fixed Forward Arc
Notes: Choose between MGs or 30mm cannon you cannot have both.

Lavochkin La-7 (Russian)
Type			Speed			Armour		Close Combat		Firefight
Aircraft			Fighter-Bomber		5+		n/a			n/a
Weapon		Range		Firepower		Notes
23mm cannon		20cm		AP5+ / AT6+ / AA5+	Fixed Forward Arc
82mm Rockets		30cm		AT5+			Fixed Forward Arc
Bomb racks		15cm		1BP			Fixed Forward Arc
Notes: Choose between Bombs or Rockets you cannot have both.



BOMBERS
Although I have made use of the “Bomber” category in realty those aircraft I have put in it are Medium Bombers rather than Heavy Bombers (which is what I understand the EA definition to mean) and are much closer to fighter-bombers in their attack capabilities – their armour rating reflects the higher altitudes they could fly at thereby reducing the impact of enemy flak. WWII heavy bombers were strategic assets used to attack cities and so are not covered here.

Ilyushin II-4 (DB-3) (Russian)
Type			Speed			Armour		Close Combat		Firefight
Aircraft			Bomber			4+		n/a			n/a
Weapon		Range		Firepower		Notes
Machine Guns		15cm		AA6+			-
Bomb racks		15cm		2BP			Fixed Forward Arc

Heinkel He 111 (German)
Type			Speed			Armour		Close Combat		Firefight
Aircraft			Bomber			4+		n/a			n/a
Weapon		Range		Firepower		Notes
Machine Guns		15cm		AA6+			Extra Attacks (+1)
Bomb racks		15cm		2BP			Fixed Forward Arc

Tupolev Tu-2 (Russian)
Type			Speed			Armour		Close Combat		Firefight
Aircraft			Bomber			5+		n/a			n/a
Weapon		Range		Firepower		Notes
20mm cannon		20cm		AP5+ / AT6+		Fixed Forward Arc
Heavy Machine Guns	20cm		AA5+			Fixed Forward Arc
Bomb racks		15cm		2BP

Tupolev Tu-2Sh (Russian)
Type			Speed			Armour		Close Combat		Firefight
Aircraft			Bomber			5+		n/a			n/a
Weapon		Range		Firepower		Notes
45mm gun		45cm		AT4+			Fixed Forward Arc
Machine Guns		15cm		AA6+			Fixed Forward Arc
Bomb racks		15cm		2BP

